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CHAPTER FOUR

DREAMING OF

KITCHENS

BATHS

Kitchens and baths
have evolved into
deeply personal spaces,
reflecting homeowners’
unique tastes and
lifestyle. Balancing form
and function, designers
are incorporating
organic elements into
these spaces and
elevating character
with bold finishes.
High-performance

and low-maintenance
materials are being used
to enhance everyday
livability. We asked

our experts to define
exceptional kitchen and
path design. Here's
what they had to say.
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For more information on the projects shown in this chapter, go to cottagesgardens.com.
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We invited Kkitchen professionals to share a
recent project and explain what made the

kitchen noteworthy.

“We designed this kitchen for the
renovation of a local client’s second home
in Charleston, South Carolina. The property
overlooks the Isle of Palms Marsh for a
long, tranquil view. Incorporating integrated
lighting, white oak shelving and a seagrass
custom-painted island helps maintain the
spirit of the Southern setting.”

—Joseph Najmy,

Nukitchens, nukitchens.com

“What | love about this kitchen is that

it represents everything that | have
been trying to achieve since | started
my company almost 35 years ago,
focusing on quality, proportion, expert
joinery and a balance between all the
decorative elements in the room. This
kitchen is so chic to me; | love the black
and the brass and the classic details.

It feels almost Art Deco in a way, and
yet it’s very current in its styling, but it
still manages to embrace the traditional
elements that | cherish.”
—Christopher Peacock, Christopher
Peacock, peacockhome.com

“I love this kitchen for so many
reasons! The first would be the
combination of paint colors in the
cabinetry. The soft tone of the
perimeter provides warmth while
the black island complements

the stone used on the back wall
counters and picks up the dark
veining on the island and hood
wall countertops. We also used a
combination of frameless and inset
cabinetry which I think is visually

interesting, as well as functional.”
—Ingrid Becker, Deane, deaneinc.com

“What's unique about this kitchen
is that there’s an elegant mix of door
styles, materials and finishes that all
blend beautifully together for a very

warm, calming aesthetic. Overall,
the space is a blend of clever
features, smart storage, a variety of
cabinet door styles, calming finishes
and materials, different countertops
and fixture finishes, all resulting in
a room that’'s warm, modern and

distinctive.” —Danielle Florie, Senior
designer, Bilotta Kitchen & Home,
bilotta.com

“The overall design of this kitchen
reflects key trends including soft
minimalism, organic textures and
mixed metal finishes. A palette

of creamy neutrals, subtle stone
veining and light walnut wood
flooring contributes to a clean yet
warm atmosphere. This kitchen not
only emphasizes function and form
but also illustrates how thoughtful
material choices and design details

can elevate everyday living spaces.”
—Richard Anuszkiewicz,
richarliving.com

“I had the pleasure of working with a past
client on this project. She was an artist
with an incredible design sense and great
appreciation for materials. We mixed warm
white matte lacquer, fumed eucalyptus,
silicon bronze, stainless steel and brushed
Iceberg quartzite. One of my favorite
elements of this design is the eucalyptus
pantry wall which features panels of varied

widths, all unified by silicon bronze framing.

The centerpiece of the kitchen is the one-
of-a-kind range hood: our client painted
a canvas that echoed the palette of the
materials we used, and we mounted it on
the hood.” —Mick De Giulio, De Giulio
Design, degiuliodesign.com
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APPLIANCE PICKS

“Our team was impressed with the

Qoldfusion walk-in cold pantry. It’s a luxury

walk-in refrigerator/freezer room, designed
for home use.”—Joseph Najmy

“There are so many ‘smart’ appliances on the market today; it

has allowed the homeowner tons of options. Designing these new
appliances into the kitchen space requires thoughtful planning. For
example, an in-wall pizza oven is a fun appliance but requires the right
kind of space and installation.” — Christopher Peacock

“| see a greater interest in induction for
cooktops. Functionally, combination
steam/convection ovens are exceptional.
| believe it is all about people being

comfortable about trying something new.”
—Mick De Giulio

“People are still drawn toward ‘smart appliances’ for many reasons
including being able to have remote access, convenience, energy
efficiency, safety, accessibility and increased home value. | see Al
becoming the standard in future models.” —Jennifer Bianchini,
Bilotta Kitchen & Home, bilotta.com

STORAGE
SOLUTIONS

“If space allows, a separate walk-in pantry
with shelving and drawers is a must have.
Ideally it should be in proximity to the
kitchen’s landing area—near the entry

from a garage or parking area—to allow
the homeowner to easily unload groceries
and Supp“eS.”—Christopher Peacock

“Specialized storage is very important. We aim to
utilize every inch of space with tall pantries, rollouts,
pull-out baskets, appliance garages and refrigerator

drawers.” —Jennifer Bianchini

“A ‘back kitchen,’ typically designed as
an adjunct space to the kitchen, is a
place where additional appliances can be
housed, and messier things can be kept
hidden from the open plan. It also allows
for entertaining in the kitchen, as all the
service for parties can be hidden.

| think walk-in pantry storage makes
sense. It reduces the need for a lot of
kitchen cabinets.”—Mick De Giulio

COUNTER POINTS

“Most of our clients continue to request natural stone countertops.
To be honest, the beauty can’t be beat. However, the look of

solid surface, man-made materials have advanced greatly and are

indestructible. Often, we will mix them together in one space to get
the best of aesthetic and performance.” —Christopher Peacock

“We are still doing a lot of quartz but
quartzite is appealing because it is a
natural, one-of-a-kind material, deep and
|USJ[|’OUS.”—Joseph Najmy

“When it comes to countertop and backsplash surfaces, natural
quartzite and its man-made counterpart quartz are trending in solid
colors or with dramatic veining. Slab material is being used for
countertops and up the backsplash, especially behind the range.”
—Jennifer Bianchini

ike mixing countertops —
WOo0d, stainless steel and
stone—It can make a space
More INteresting.” —wick de o

H|
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OUTDOOR
KITCHENS

Outdoor kitchens are becoming more and more
popular as people are choosing to spend as much
time as possible outside any time of year. We
asked Cheryl Russ, principal designer at Glengate
Company, to share some tips on installing an
outdoor kitchen. glengatecompany,com.

THINGS TO CONSIDER

» Sun exposure, and specifically where the sun will
be at the time of day you are most likely to be
using the kitchen. You don’t want to be standing
in full sun while cooking during the summer. Sun
can also make for hot countertops.

» When considering countertops, we think about
color and material. Certain stones, such as
bluestone, stain more easily. So we look for
materials that are both beautiful and practical.

MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
» Sealing countertops every few years (based on
the material chosen).

» Closing down kitchen elements such as sinks and

ice makers at the end of the season.

APPLIANCES

» Grills, of course, but additional appliances
include: refrigerators, icemakers, pizza ovens and
smokers.

» Pizza ovens have become de rigueur over the
past few years. But they are more versatile than
you may think; one client of ours uses his pizza
oven to grill and cook other non-pizza dishes.

ENTERTAINMENT

Our clients do look to us for ways to cleverly
integrate TVs so that they don’t block views or
become the main focus of the space. For one New
Canaan client, we devised a way for a TV to rise
out of a bar top with the click of a remote button.
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SMALL IN SIZE.
BIG ON PERSONALITY

Designers share tips to add
character to a powder room

“| see a powder room as the perfect opportunity to go bold with color
and pattern. | love starting with a bright, fun, and punchy wallpaper
as the foundation. If a client isn’t quite ready to commit to wallpaper,
I'll opt for a high-gloss paint treatment to bring in that same level of
impact. | also love incorporating a great tile floor—especially mosaics,
which add visual interest and make the space feel more expansive.
A floating vanity not only lets you see more of the beautiful flooring,
but it also helps open up a smaller bathroom, instantly adding a ‘wow’
factor to the room. A beautiful mirror is a great way to make a smaller
bathroom feel larger. | love sourcing unique, one-of-a-kind pieces
you won'’t see anywhere else. I'm also a huge fan of impact lighting.
Adding a stunning light fixture to a powder room elevates the space.”
—Nancy Davilman, ND Interiors, ndinteriors.com

ND INTERIORS

EMTEK

“Powder rooms are
opportunities to do something
you wouldn’t necessarily do
in more public rooms. The
smaller size allows for the use
of higher end finishes. The
number one element we add
is wallpaper—the bolder the
better. Interesting lighting is
also a must have.”

—Denise Davies, d2interieurs.com

“I like to think of powder rooms as little jewel boxes—
compact spaces that offer the perfect opportunity to go
completely over the top. Because the footprint is limited,
you can truly indulge —think hand-painted floors, richly
patterned wallpaper, or even fabric-covered walls. I love
incorporating beautiful hardware and sourcing a single,
special piece of marble to anchor the space.

It is all about layering personality and elegance into every
corner. In my own powder room, I paired Hermes
wallpaper with lots of little paintings and a vintage
Picasso poster from the 1960s—an unexpected mix
that still feels collected.

Once the foundation is in place, the experience is
shaped by the details: exquisite lighting and a great
mirror are essential, especially in a smaller space.

I love adding embroidered linens and a bar of
monogrammed soap resting on an antique silver
dish. A powder room does not need to be hig to
be memorable—it just needs to feel special for

you and your guests.” —Charlotte Barnes,
Charlotte Barnes Interior Design & Deoration,
charlottebarnes.com

ARTISTIC TILE

“I'love to go bold in a powder room! It's

a smaller space where you can make a
large impact and take chances. Powder
rooms are a wonderful opportunity to
experiment with bold design choices that
may otherwise feel a bit daunting for several
reasons.

You can maximize the impact of your
budget in a small space due to the
limited quantity of materials needed.

Even decadent and more labor-intensive
endeavors such like a custom stone floor
become more feasible when priced out for
less square footage.

Serene and comfortable design choices
are often preferred in more frequented
rooms, like bedrooms and living spaces.
Since a powder room is used less
frequently, people should be more
comfortable experimenting with dark colors,
rich patterns and unique materials.

The powder room is an opportunity to
show all of your guests a unique design
point of view that will make an impression. |
encourage clients to embrace this space to
show off how important design is to them,
and get people talking about their great
sense of style!”—Bennett Leifer, Bennett
Leifer Interiors, bennettleifer.com
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